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Retail.The present invention relates to an image
display system for displaying images on a display

device based on input image data and, more
particularly, to an image display system for displaying

an image from an image file on a display device.
Image display systems of this type are used, for

example, to display images on monitors. They are
commercially available in the form of integrated

systems and may be used as stand-alone systems.
The image data to be displayed are supplied by a
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computer or data processing unit and image data are
sent to the monitor from a number of memory

devices, such as hard disk drives, CD-ROM drives, or
so forth. The image data can be supplied over a data
bus. The data bus may, for example, be connected to
a standard PCMCIA type interface such as the type of

interface generally designated by the trade mark
PCMCIA. Image data may be supplied to an image

display system over a local area network. In that case,
the image data are supplied in the form of packets. A

standard PCMCIA interface has, however, only a
limited data rate. A method of transferring image data

which has been designed especially for use with an
image display system of the type mentioned in the
preamble is described in DE 39 18 591 A1. In that

document, it is also proposed that the image data be
supplied in the form of so-called “simple image

frames”. A simple image frame is created from image
data and comprises a plurality of image elements

arranged on a common row. A row is supplied for each
frame and the elements are arranged in the row in the

known manner. By linking together all the rows of
image data, an image frame is created. The image
frame is stored in a memory and is displayed on a
display device. Many applications of image display

systems are, however, limited in terms of the amount
of data which can be processed. For example, many
image display systems are limited to a data transfer
rate of no more than 2 Mbit/sec. It is an object of the
present invention to provide an image display system
which has a data transfer rate which is increased in

comparison with the data transfer rate for image data
supplied by a standard PCMCIA interface.New York
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